









































　The assessment of early childhood care and education (ECCE) in Japan is at cross-road. The current curriculum 
guidelines revised in 2017 lay more weight on assessment. This paper outlines Japanese legislation on ECCE 
assessment, then reviews the documents and research papers on ECCE policies in England to investigate the path 
to the rating-scale assisted assessments and its impacts. The market-based delivery system in England, once most 
effective for the rapid expansion of ECCE, made such assessment tools essential. It also examined why the ECCE 
providers were willingly applied the rating-scales.
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Education Policy Institute conference, 3 July 2018.　Amanda
Spielman'sspeechat theWellingtonFestivalofEducation,22June
2018.
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